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The building located at 17636 Lappans Road is the former Norfolk & Western Railway Station that once stood on the west side of 
the railroad tracks in St. James. It is a combination station which originally included an agent's office located in the bay window 
facing the tracks, a freight section and a passenger waiting room and outside a stock pen. The station had been built in the 1880s 
by the Shenandoah Valley Railroad and improved in 1907 by the Norfolk & Western Railway Company. It appears to have been 
sold at an unknown date, but possibly in 1954 when the Norfolk & Western Railway Company began to restructure itself in 
response to losing its competitive edge to trucks and cars as more high speed highways were bult that connected distant parts of the 
country together, making railroad less attractive as a form of transportation. 

Alterations that have occurred since the building was moved from the railroad tracks include a concrete foundation, replacing the 
door in the west wall with a window, replacing the board and batten siding with vinyl horizontal siding and particle board, 
removing the south chimney, altering the roof with boxed returns, replacing the comer boards, adding a window and removing a 
door. As a result of these many changes, the building has lost integrity of materials, design, workmanship, setting, feeling and 
association. 

Research conducted as part of this study did not identify events or persons of local, state or national significance and the former 
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Norfolk & Western Railway Station at St. James 

Norfolk & Western Railway St. James Station is not eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 
under Criteria A (events) or B (persons). Although some portions of the former railroad station continue to demonstrate its 
original use, the station is not a significant example of such buildings, it was not designed by a master architect and does not 
exemplify the importance of railroad engineering in Washington County during the early twentieth century. Criterion D, 
information potential, was not investigated as part of this study. Because of the many alterations, the Norfolk & Western Railway 
Station at St. James lacks the significance to meet NRHP Criterion Consideration B. 

The historic boundary for the Norfolk & Western Railway Station at St. James is confined to the tax parcel boundaries of the 
property as shown on Washington County Tax Map 62, Parcel 137, consisting of 1.1300 Acres. 

Sources Consulted: 

"Shenandoah Valley Railroad (1867-1890)" downloaded from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shen_Val_RR 3/14/2011 

Mason Y. Cooper, "An Introduction to the Norfolk & Western Railway," hppt:www.nwhs.org/about_nw.html downloaded 
3/14/2011 

Photographs of Norfolk & Western Railway St. James Station downloaded from http://spec.lib.vt.edu/imagebase/norflksouthem 
3/14/2011 

Personal communications with Gary Rolih, NWHS 3/14/2011, Ron Davis, NWHS 3/22 and 3/24 and 3/25/2011, and Jennifer 
McDaid, Archivist, Norfolk Southern Corporation 3/14/2011, 3/22, 3/24 and 3/25/2011. 
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Norfolk & Western Railway St. James Station, Washington County, Maryland 1933 

WA-II-1177 

Source: http://spec.lib.vt.edu/imaRebase/norfolksouthern/full/ns407.ipeR downloaded 6/6/2011 
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Former Norfolk & Western Railway St. James Station South and 
West Facades looking northeast 
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